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Herald of Grace  
 

 
 
 
 
       
 
 

 

Adventure Zones in Bibleville 

opens September 12 ! 

 

Sunday School for children 3 years old to 6 th  grade will open with 

a new l ¾¾ k at 9:10am on Sunday, September 12, as the east 

side of the Fellowship Hall is transformed into Adventure Zones in 

Bibleville .  The children will experience the adventures of the Bible 

in exciting, age appropriate zones as they move about in a small grou p with their 

shepherd in Bibleville.   
      

A new Sunday School class for parents,  Growing in Christ , 

begins the 12 th , following the same lesson plan as taught 

to their children in Adventure Zones in Bibleville  enabling 

the family to discuss what they learned in Sunday School.  

 
   
 
   

 
Adventure Zones  

in Bibleville  
 

Volume 1 8, Issue 9  

August 20 10  
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A Note from Pastor Pase  
 

Dear Fellow Missionaries for Christ,  

 

It has been a while now that we have been Breaking Through to Missional.  The Lord has really used us 

to make strides in the advancement of His Kingdom.  And while we have been a blessing to so many, 

there is still so much more we can do.  It is at these t imes that we can begin to ponder, òAre we doing too 

much?ó   

 

When congregations begin to look beyond their own selves and begin to see the call to be the Lordõs 

mouthpiece in their community and beyond, this question of òAre we doing too much?ó can naturally rise 

to the front of many minds.  

 

Now while a quick answer to that question (and a correct one) is: òWe can never be doing too muchó, I 

would rather choose to let the Bible answer the question.  The Apostle Paul tells us that òGod is faithful; 

He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.ó (1 Corinthians 10:13)  That passage does 

indeed fit our call as the Lordõs missionaries in this time and place. 

We face the temptation to slow down, to take a breather, to stop. But the opportunities we hav e 

encountered to be missional are opportunities we have encountered, meaning they have found us.  We 

have not found them. And so it is a matter of trust that says and acts that if the Lord is placing these 

opportunities in front of us then He will indeed g ive us all the resources necessary to see them through. 

We will be able to òbearó these opportunities because these are God-given opportunities.   

 

2010 has been a blessed year so far and the Lord has done some pretty mighty work through you and me 

and the  family of Grace.  But it is not over.  It will not be over until the Lord returns.  And so we 

continually pray to our Lord to strengthen us with the faith knowledge that if we couldnõt handle the 

missional opportunities that are being presented to us, the n the Lord would not be presenting them to us.   

 

One of our sisters in Christ was told at the water giveaway at the Mall that we òare everywhere.ó  This 

person had seen us at the Relay for Life , too. That is really a great encouraging word to hear for tha t is 

exactly where we should be ð everywhere!  Or as the Lord said, òto the ends of the earthó (Acts 1:8).   

 

Every opportunity that arises throughout the day for you and me to be the face of Christ, the voice of 

Christ, the hand of Christ is presented to us by the Lord to do exactly that, to be exactly that ð the face of 

Christ, the voice of Christ, the hand of Christ.   

 

We are here on this earth to serve the Lord.  He has supplied us with the faith necessary to do so. He 

strengthens and increases that fa ith to do so through Word and Sacrament so that we are fully equipped 

to be the missional children He has called us to be in our day -to-day activities.   

 

Continue to pray for your family of Grace and be assured they pray for you, as I pray for you.  Pray that 

each and every one has the attitude of Carpe diem!  Seize the day!  The Lord has given us this day to 

serve Him. We can òbearó this day because His grace and strength are with us.   

 

Pastor Pase 

Romans 1:16 
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DCE Directionsé 

If you havenôt already, youôll soon be hearing about Adventure Zones in Bibleville, our new approach 
to our Sunday morning Faith Formation for children ages three through grade six. 

Here's the outline of the approach in a nutshell: Teach major Bible stories and concepts through kid-
friendly multimedia workshops: an Art workshop, Drama, Music, Games, Audio/Visual, Puppets, 
Storytelling, Computers, and any other educational media we can get our hands on. Teach the same 
Bible story in all of the workshops for two weeks rotating the kids to a different workshop each week. 
And here comes the extremely teacher friendly part: Keep the same teacher in each workshop for 
both weeks -teaching the same lesson each week (with some age appropriate adjustments) to each 
new class coming in.  

Here's why it works: The Adventure Zones in Bibleville concentrates on the major stories of the Bible 
over and over again. The model's philosophy recognizes 
that children love repetition and need it to develop a lasting 

memory and understanding of content. The creative 
methods make use of our student's God-given thirst for 
multi-modal learning.  

There is lots of excitement about Adventure Zones in 
Bibleville. While it was often difficult to recruit one teacher 
for each of the classes, we currently have fourteen people 
who will be working on making that single hour each 
Sunday a success. There are people who are Shepherds 
and lead a group to the different Adventure Zones each 
Sunday. These are also the folks who will develop a 
primary relationship with the children. There is an 
Environmental Team which will set-up and take down the area, transforming it into an exciting 
learning environmental. Our Adventure Zone leaders bring their interests and talents to the children 
as they make an application of the activity they are leading to the Bible story of the day. There is a 
Large Group Teacher who causes the story to be told in a creative and connective manner. The 
Music Leader brings the focus of the day alive with timely songs that help the child connect with the 
story. These along with behind the scene coordinators all have one purpose, to connect our children 
and their friends with Jesus. 

Adventure Zones in Bibleville begins on September 12th!  

Adventuring with youé 

DCE Eaton 
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To A Missional Congregation 
 
 

On Saturday, August 14th, eight of our members made an early morning drive to Sweetwater for the West 
Texas Mission Summit. The event was sponsored by Rev. Steven Misch our area Mission and Ministry 
Facilitator. His modest goal was to bring together congregation leaders for conversation about how to be 
missional in our part of the state. His hope was to have 20 to 30 people. 

West Texas, as we all know, is quite different from the eastern portion of the state and especially what is 
referred to as the I-35 corridor. As a state, Texas is growing at a rate of 1,000 people a day. On the other hand, 
Area A, which roughly includes the Panhandle, Wichita Falls, Abilene, San Angelo and Midland/Odessa, is 
declining in population.  A bit of good news in all of this is that Midland/Odessa and a few other pockets are 
forecast to continue to grow moderately. 

These population trends have a tremendous impact not only on the makeup of congregations but more 
importantly on how they begin to view themselves. A tendency to just hold on can develop as they look to 
survive. 

And yet there is another piece of information that is even more 
important. Of that dwindling population, only 30% are actively 
engaged in the Christian faith! The two main speakers addressed 
this and focused on how congregations can move beyond the 
survival mode and be in mission to the people of their 
congregations. 

When it was all said and done, whether we are a rural or town 
congregation there were three things that will drive our fulfillment of 
the Great Commission: 

1) Be in the Word. Congregations that are engaged by God in their reading and study of the Scriptures are 
stronger and more aware of His mission for them. Like the early Christian Church they not only recognize but 
act on the opportunities they are presented to them. Congregations that are in the Word, through regular Bible 
study opportunities, personal devotional time and regularly receiving the Means of Grace, clearly hear God 
saying, ñHereôs what I want you to do.ò 

2) Be in relationships. The whole idea behind God coming into the world is to restore the relationship that He 
originally had with humanity. Jesus in His life, death and resurrection saved us to a relationship with God. Our 
developing relationship with others and bringing the Word of God, Jesus, with us is how others will be brought 
into a relationship with God. 

3) Focus on the Kingdom. We must move from growing a congregation to growing the Kingdom of God.  This 
is a move from preoccupation with how to ñdo churchò to an exploration of what it means to ñbe churchò in the 
emerging world. God has initiated the kingdom era. He is a missionary God who is at work in the world in 
extraordinary ways. He is calling the church to join Him on His redemptive mission in the world. Do we dare 
pray, ñThy kingdom come?ò 

When I asked those who attended from our congregation what they were bringing away from the summit, the 
responses were basically in the same area of thought. The normal, ñWe can do this and we can do thatò 
excitement that is usually generated by these events was present. But everyone highlighted their responses 
with a ñWhile weôve got a way to go, we really are becoming a missional congregation.ò 

As we develop ministry plans and budgets for the coming year, we thank God for His work through us and 
seek to hear Him say, ñHereôs what I want you to do.ò  

ñUsually I leave these events, 
thinking, óI wish our congregation 
would be like this.ô Today Iôm 

thinking, óThank You God for making 
our congregation like this.ôò 
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Missional Moments  
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Family Promise  

 
 

Eight Midland Churches are praising God for answering prayers!! 
  

Family Promise has a start-up date of November 1, 2010!!  
  

Grace Lutheran was the first church to agree to be a host congregation for Family Promise of Midland.  I am looking 

forward to working with our congregation in this extraordinary ministry. 
  

This program is for ñhomelessò families with children.  The basic premise of Family Promise is that a host church will 

provide an evening meal, fellowship, sleeping accommodations, a light breakfast and supplies for the families to prepare 

themselves a ñsack lunch.ò  Each family is ñscreenedò by the Family Promise Director and agrees to the program concept 

before they are admitted.  The goal is that the family can remain together while they obtain the means to gain 

independence. The families will arrive at the church about 5:30 each afternoon and leave by 6:30 the next morning.  

During the day the parents will be seeking employment and the children will be in school/day care. The host Churches 

will provide services for the families on a rotating weekly basis. 
  

Our next step is to sign up volunteers who will receive training in October.  Volunteers are needed for a variety of tasks 

including food preparation, washing linens, driving a van, playing and reading to the children,  spending the night in the 

church with the families and most importantly - providing unconditional acceptance and Christian fellowship. I see this as 

a wonderful opportunity for families to volunteer together. 
  

If you want additional information, please contact me. 
  

Fran Witt  

Family Promise Coordinator 

Grace Lutheran Church 

 

Grace Youth Ministry ð GYM  
09/01 GYM Night Searching for Happiness in Accomplishments  

09/08 GYM Night Searching for Happiness in Appearances  

09/11 Day Trip to Balmorhea  

09/15 GYM Night Searching for Happiness despite Circumstances  

09/22 Meeting God Daily  

09/27  Meeting God in the Word  

 

 
 

. . . facilitating an ongoing missional 

dialogue among the members of  

Grace Lutheran Church. 
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Graceful Living  

 

On Monday, September 6, Americans and Canadians will observe ñLabor Day,ò a legal holiday set aside to honor labor.  

Work is often thought of as drudgery--something that you have to do to make a living.  So we sometimes call work toil, a 

chore, an obligation, or even a necessary evil.  The New World Dictionary does not agree with that, but holds work up as 

honorable and positive.  Part of its definition goes as follows:  ñwork is physical or mental effort exerted to do or make 

something and be involved in purposeful activity.ò 

 

The Bible takes an even higher view of labor.  Labor is actually a gift from God meant to fill our hours and days with 

meaningful activities that honor God, respect His creation, and provide blessings for others and ourselves.  It was God 

who put Adam in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it (Genesis 2:15).  This work was given to Adam before 

the fall into sin and thus was a blessing from God.  It is true that after the fall into sin, work became wearisome toil as the 

ground was cursed so that sinful human beings would have to earn their daily bread by the sweat of their brows until their 

dying day (Genesis 3:17b-19).  But, in spite of that curse, labor or work remains a blessing from God. 

 

Martin Luther (who wrote much on the subject of vocation) believed that vocation was a calling, which encompassed the 

whole of the life of the believer, our Baptismal Journey and was NOT narrowly defined as a job, trade, or even a religious 

vocation. Luther believed that the honest work of a janitor, maid or housewife was just as important and pleasing to God 

as the work of a president, pastor, teacher, doctor, scientist or any other vocation held in high esteem. 

 

Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 reads:  ñA man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work.  This 

too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without Him, who can eat or find enjoyment?ò 

 

St. Paul in writing to the Ephesians and Thessalonians said:  ñHe who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must 

work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.ò  (Ephesians 

4:28).  For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule:  ñIf a man will not work, he shall not eat.ò  (2 

Thessalonians 3:10). 

 

This Labor Day and every day give thanks to God for the blessing of work.  Giving thanks for honest labor is something 

we do in our daily thoughts and prayers.  So, enjoy whatever you are doing to observe Labor Day, and then continue your 

daily work, your Baptismal Journey, with joy and enthusiasm. 

  

 

Kids Hope USA  
Á One-on-one relational approach. One mentor for each child, meeting 

weekly for at least one year. 

Á Organization. One professional staff person administers each team of 
mentors, assisted by a support team provided by each church. 

Á Training. Directors are trained by national KIDS HOPE USA staff; mentors 
are screened, trained, and supervised. All are held accountable to written 
standards. 

Á Sustainability. Partnerships link one school and one church. Ninety 
percent of all programs since 1995 are still operational. 

Á Cost Effectiveness. Effectively mobilizes and retains volunteer talent, while using an administrator in 
each church to guarantee professional standards. 

Á Strengthen families. Participating churches provide social, emotional, and spiritual support for families 
of at-risk children. 

Á  Builds up Churches. Provides a vehicle for engagement in the community, while bringing the energy 
and relationships back into the church. 
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Stewardship Corneré 

 

Time & Talents Reflection  

The Wise Use of Our Time 

ñRemember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generouslyò (2 Corinthians 9:6).  Time, as well as other areas of life, is affected by Godôs principle of sowing and 

reaping.  If we spend our time unproductively, we will not reap the rewards in the same way had we invested our time 

wisely.  If we sow little, we will reap little.  The seeds we sow will determine our harvest.  The would-be athlete who 

spends no time building up his body finds himself on the bench, if heôs chosen for the team at all.  The aspiring 

musician who spends no time practicing her instrument is not the one who earns the solo performance.  The Christian 

who spends time in the Word of God and taking part in the Sacraments during regular worship discovers that his faith 

carries him through the valleys of his life.  He knows that it was time well spent. 

First Fruits Thoughts  

Jim Elliot, who was a missionary and a martyr for his faith, gave us this profound statement: ñHe is no fool who gives 

what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.ò  Through faith, we understand the truth in this statement.  All of our 

worldly possessions will at some time be taken away from us.  We will lose them during our lifetimes, or they will be 

taken away at death.  They cannot be kept forever.  However, we have the opportunity to use our material possessions 

in service to the Lord by giving to those in need and Godôs Church.  What we give through faith will provide spiritual 

dividends for us as well as for others.  As Paul wrote, ñ[The gifts you sent] are a fragrant offering, an acceptable 

sacrifice, pleasing to Godò (Philippians 4:18).  In verse 17, he wrote, ñNot that I am looking for a gift, but I am 

looking for what may be credited to your account.ò  What we do in Christôs name for Him, we cannot lose. 

Prayer:  Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, although I fail to give You the time that You deserve, You always 

give Me Your time.  I thank You for Your willingness to listen to my prayers and to answer according to Your will.  

Thank You, Lord, for your faithfulness to me and all people.  Help me to use my time in the reading and studying of 

Your Word.  In Jesusô name I pray.  Amen. 

Board of Stewards hip Notes  

¶ We have a Vacancy on the Board of Stewardship.  Please contact Ryan Hamilton is interested in serving on this board 

for more information. 

¶ The Door Offering Ministry  is active; please see the information below for Food for the Poor.  Here is a list of past 

receiptants: 

o Teen F.L.O.W. - $288 ƺ   Meals on Wheels - $297  ƺ    reaCHina - $1600+ 

¶ Tellers:  We need tellers for 2010.  Please sign the pink sheet or MIT bulletin board for Nov. & Dec. 

¶ Mark on your calendar:  Oct. 10
th
, 17

th
, 24

th
 for Grace Gifts.  Come find out your God given Spiritual Gifts 

¶ The Board of Stewardship & the Building Committee are working together to provide updates on Building Progress 

& Funding vs. Pledges.  Please look for this information in the GIA, Newsletter, Voters Assembly, & Emails. 

¶ The Estate Planning Seminar is being schedule for a date in Nov.  We get to use our new Community Room! 

¶ It is BUDGET TIME  for the 2011 Calendar Year.  We start this process in August-2010 and present to Voters 

Assembly during the November-2010 Meeting.  If you have any request, please contact the chairman of the 

responsible board. 

¶ If you have any thoughts, comments, suggestions for the Board of Stewardship, please contact Ryan Hamilton @ 432-

559-3470. 
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Door Offering Ministry  
During the month of September & October, our congregation will collect door offerings to support this 

organization:  

 

 
About Us -  Direct Relief Assistance Helping the Poor in the Caribbean and Latin America  

Food For The Poor ministers to spiritually renew impoverished people 

throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. Established in 1982 as a 501(c)(3) 

corporation, our goals are to improve the health, economic, social and spiritual 

conditions of the men, women and children we serve. Food For The Poor raises 

funds and provides direct relief assistance to the poor, usually by purchasing  

specifically requested materials and distributing them through the churches and 

charity organizations already operating in areas of need.  

Our ministry reflects Godôs unconditional love, which surrenders all, inspires 

trust and faith, and embraces all peo ple regardless of race, status or creed. We 

believe that Christ is alive, and that we can best serve Him by being of 

assistance to those in greatest need ( Matthew 25:31 -46 ). Finally, we stress the need for regular prayer to guide and 

maintain the purity of our mission, to link the church of the First World with the church of the Third World in a manner 

that helps both the materially poor and the poor in spirit.  

MISSION STATEMENTS  

Our mission is  to link the church of the First World with the church of the Third World in a manner that helps both the 

materially poor and the poor in spirit.  

The materially poor are served by local churches, clergy and lay leaders who have been empowered and supplied  with 

goods by Food For The Poor.  

The poor in spirit are renewed by their relationship with and service to the poor through our direct ministry of 

teaching, encouragement and prayer.  

Ultimately, we seek to bring both benefactors and recipients to a close r union with our Lord.  

 

VISION STATEMENT  

Food For The Poor is God's instrument to help the materially poor and to renew the poor in spirit.  

Our ministry is a reflection of our Lord's unconditional love -a love that surrenders all, that inspires trust and f aith, and 

that embraces all people, regardless of race, status or creed.  

It is also shaped by our belief that Christ is alive and can be served directly by serving those in greatest need. 

(Matthew 25:40)  

For guidance and to maintain the purity of our missi on, we stress the need for regular prayer.  

Through surrender, service and prayer, we seek a closer union with our Lord.  

 

 

http://www.foodforthepoor.org/about/matthew.html
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Through His Grace  

      éOur Vision Continues Update 

 

An update from the Building Committee concerning constructioné 

 
 

An update from the Board of Stewardship concerning funding é 
 
Once the Voters Assembly approved to move forward with construction of the building addition, the Board of Stewardship 
was tasked with tracking Pledges & Gifts needed to fund the project.  The following information provides a summary: 

 
Building Fund Pledges & Gifts (09.01.09 thru 07/31/10) 
 
  Number of Pledges .................................................91 
  Pledges ....................................................... $208,223 
  Number of Actual Gifts ............................................80 
  Actual Gifts .................................................. $141,124 
  Outstanding Pledges .................................. ($67,099) 
 
Building Project Summary (as of 07/31/10) 
 
  Total Project Costs ï Phase I ...................... $702,000 includes archetecture fee & based on the 02/18/10 letter from the 

   Building Committee 

  Payments to Project ï Phase I ..................... $141,001 as of 07/31/10 

  Remaining Project Obligations ï Phase I ..... $560,999 
      
  Cash Available ï Building Fund ................... $524,906 as of 07/31/10 

  Gifts Needed to Meet Obligations .................. $36,093 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

 "Overall"  "Give to" "Give Over" "On Track" "No Gift" 

Given $141,000 $61,000 $21,000 $59,000 $0 

  Pledged $208,000 $61,000 $21,000 $124,000 $2,000 

Difference      ($67,000)       $0        $0     ($65,000) ($2,000) 

         

      

 

Breakdown by yearé        ô09            ô10         ó11      ó12 
  Number of Pledges                  24                   55                   7                   5 
  Pledges                               $85,540         $77,418         $23,711        $21,554 
  Number of Actual Gifts            26                   54                   0                   0 
  Actual Gifts                         $78,090         $63,034              $0                 $0 
  Outstanding Pledges         ($7,450)        ($14,384)      ($23,711)       ($21,554) 
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GRACE Connections  

Growing by reaching out, witnessing, and forming new groups 
Relating and connecting with each other as the body of Christ 
Acting in Christian service and mission 
Caring and praying for each other and the world 
Enriching: personal growth & spiritual transformation through Bible study  
 

 

G.R.A.C.E. Connections are groups of 4 to 12 people who come together and 
are intentionally led in the mission statement of our congregation 

  
À Sharing Godôs Grace   À Living His Word   À Making Disciples 

 

 

Open invitation: ñCome and Seeò 
 

B.A.S.I.C. -  Brothers and Sisters In Christ  (òGrowing Seasonó) 
Meet 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. Couples in our 20ôs & 30ôs - Child care at church 

 

C.R.Ü.E.  -  Christians Relationships Uniting Everyone  (òGrowing Seasonó) 

Meet 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. Couples in our 20õs & 30õs - Child Care at church  

  

Christ Seekers  (òSprouting Season ó) 
Meet 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Sunday at 6 p.m.  Rotate homes.  40ôs and 50ôs, singles or married  

 
  

Grace Girls  (òSprouting  Seasonó)  
Meet 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Mondays at 9:30 a.m. Mixed age group - Child care  

   

Grace Journeys  (òSprouting Seasonó) 
Meets 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. Rotate Homes.  Mixed ages, singles or married. 

 
  

Seekers  (òSprouting Seasonó) 
Meet 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Thursday at 7 p.m.  Mixed age group, couples & singles.  Rotate homes.   

  

S.O.S. ð Surviving on Scripture  (òSprouting Seasonó)  
Meet 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Friday at 7 p.m. Rotate homes. Single women ages 35-60   
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VBS 2010-òPlanet Zoomó 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planet Zoom VBS was buzzing with activity and excitement 

for Jesus!   During the week, we had 97 children enrolled to 

learn how to BEE imitators of Christ.   Thanks to all who 

donated items for crafts and snacks.   A special thanks to 

those who made crosses f or the children to decorate.   

There were also 35 teachers/helpers who made the week 

run smoothly!   Thank you for your dedication and hard work.   

Our mission offering was designated to purchase a projector 

for the mission in Peru.  Our goal was $500.   We ex ceeded 

that goal by $1,000!   Overall, the VBS week was an excellent 

opportunity to BEE able to share the love of Jesus  to all.   

 


